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Sifneos is far less psychoanalytic in his approach than the Tavistock school, and his method could best be descri bed as a cross between psychoanalysis and the cognitive therapies described by Beck and others. It would be interesting to know if his therapy could be applied to patients older than the young, highly intelligent adults who seem to constitute the Harvard Medical School clientele, and whether such work can be carried out without the leadership of a teacher and coordinator who is highly identified with the theoretical and evaluative scheme involved.
H P HILDEBRAND

ChiefPsychologist Tavistock Clinic. London
Cancer of the Breast. 2nd edn W L Donegan & J S Spratt (Major Problems in Clinical Surgery, vol 5) pp 701 £15.75 London: Saunders 1979 This book gives a comprehensive account of all aspects of the management of the patient with breast cancer. There are adequate references and a good index. The undergraduate will find too much information, the postgraduate student probably enough, but for the serious reader who wishes to increase his knowledge of the subject there are areas where information is lacking or overemphasized. For example. the chapter on operative surgery is too detailed for this kind of publication, whereas the references to screening and radiotherapy are rather inadequate. Nevertheless there is plenty of good material; chemotherapy and endocrine therapy are discussed in detail, and the chapter on statistical methods will be invaluable to the postgraduate. The psychological factors in the case of the patient who has had a mastectomy and the nursing care are fully discussed. The chapter on reconstruction of the breast is inadequate and is out of touch with modern methods. In spite of some faults, this is a good and useful standard textbook on the subject. The high traditions of this work have been maintained and the 26 authors have, collectively, produced an excellent textbook on the ear. In a book of this quality and a review of this length it is easier to look at the weaknesses than the strengths.
Most of the thirty chapters have been written by authors who are currently acknowledged to be experts in the specific subjects. It is apparent that these people are writing from a depth of experience. Unfortunately, in a small number of chapters one gets the impression that the authors are writing from the literature rather than experience. This becomes even more obvious in some instances where the literature has been misquoted.
The references leave something to be desired. There is considerable variation in the number following each chapter. In a few chapters there is only a handful of references which is unfortunate in a textbook of this size. The system of references is not consistent throughout the book.
Nonetheless, this is an excellent book and all hospital libraries and ENT departments should have a copy. Candidates for the Final Fellowship in Otolaryngology will undoubtedly use it in their preparation for this examination,
Professor ofOtorhinolaryngology Queen's University ofBelfast
Better Perinatal Health: a survey from the Lancet pp 103 £2.50 London: Lancet 1980 This is a small paperback comprising reprints of 13 commissioned articles that were published in the Lancet. Three articles are concerned with the current situation and practice in this country, and this is followed by articles on Sweden, Nigeria. France, USA, Australia and Shanghai, describing systems active in these countries. This 'product of Lancet conception' is greatly to be admired as this small book brings together information that needs to becommon knowledge among all those concerned with perinatal care. It does not cover the whole picture and makes no pretence to; it also fails into the inevitable trap, mentioned in its foreword, of giving information about disease while imagining that it is discussing health.
This booklet can be especially recommended to all who are concerned with planning perinatal care, and would be particularly useful as current situation reading matter for senior medical students and midwives and health visitors with administrative responsibilities.
J LEMERy
Section Editor Section ofPaediatrics
Antibiotic Intenctions. J D Williams (ed) pp 183 £10 London: Academic Press 1979 This book contains the proceedings ofa colloquium held in 1978 to which ten authorities on various aspects of antibiotic interaction were invited to contribute. An introductory chapter outlining the general view regarding antibiotic interaction is followed by discussion of the clinical relevance of antibiotic synergy and the problems of relating in vitro findings to the in vivo situation. This theme is continued in a later chapter on laboratory methods for the evaluation of synergy, which emphasizes the range of reactions to which the term synergy might be applied. A further chapter on antibiotic interaction in experimental models of infection demonstrates clearly how an in vivosystem can be used to study drug interactions, but stresses the difficulties of relating animal data to the clinical situation. The pharmacokinetic interactions of antimicrobical agents with other drugs are outlined in a concise presentation which deals in turn with the various mechanisms by which one drug may interfere with the pharmacokinetics of another. Chapters on the influence of the bacterial cell envelope on combined antibiotic action and the mechanisms of antiobiotics acting together on bacterial folate metabolism are concerned largely with the chemical interactions between antibiotics and the bacterial cell.
It is understandable at this time that the longest chapter in the book should be devoted to inhibitors of antibiotic inactivating enzymes with particular reference to~-Iactamases and their inhibition. As if to bring the reader full circle, the penultimate chapter deals with the increased rather than decreased toxicity associated with the use of some antibiotic combinations. The book concludes with a final appraisal of the future uses of interactive chemotherapy and a short but adequate index. The discussion between the participants which follows each chapter emphasizes the areas of general agreement as well as those in which opinion is divided.
Although there are rather too many typographical errors in the early chapters, the book is well edited and produced and provides a concise and up-to-date assessment of the nature and importance of antibiotic interactions.
JOHN DE LOUVOIS
Principal Microbiologist Queen Charlotte's Hospital/or Women, London
Arthrography R H Freiberger & JJ Kaye pp 300 £31.55 New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts 1980 Although the first arthrogram was reported 75 years ago, only in the past 15 years or so has the introduction of accurate reproducible techniques resulted in a growing interest in and demand for such investigations. The modern practice of arthrography owes much to Dr Robert Freiberger, who popularized the new techniques in the United States. With his coauthor, Dr Kaye, and 5 other contributors he has produced a long-awaited monograph on the subject.
As befits its importance and the authors' experience of 25 000 examinations, knee arthrography occupies almost half the book; other sections describe arthrography of the shoulder, hip, ankle, talo-calcaneonavicular, elbow and wrist joints. The quality of reproduction of the numerous radiographs is excellent; the occasional poor illustration probably reflects a substandard original. The text is less comprehensive than the illustrations, but this is probably the balance that the authors intended. Though understandable, it is regretted that descriptions of the horizontal beam method of knee arthrography and single-contrast shoulder arthrography are retained in addition to preferred techniques.
The book avoids controversy to the extent of neglecting comparisons with other diagnostic techniques, such as arthroscopy of the knee and radionuclide scanning of hip prostheses. Numerous references for suggested reading are listed but references in the text would have been more helpful to the reader.
This beautifully produced volume fills a gap in the radiological literature. It is recommended as essential for any radiologist practising arthrography and could be read with benefit by others working in the fields of orthopaedics and sports medicine. This book was originally intended to contain only the current management ofcarcinoma of the ovary but the author has included the epidemiology, diagnosis, pathology and treatment of patients with malignant disease of the ovary, body of the uterus and cervix, in a most comprehensive manner. Nearly half of the book is in fact devoted to malignancies of the ovary, reflecting current interest in the disease. Although he is a radiologist, the author does not overlook the contributions of surgery and chemotherapy in the management of each malignancy. The opening chapter discusses the need to consider the quality of life as well as survival when measuring the effectiveness of treatment; and how to decide on the best treatment given certain probabilities.
DENNIS STOKER
Consultant
The literature on each malignancy is well reviewed and the author's own conclusions are supported by actuarial survival curves based on the results obtained at the Princess Margaret Hospital in Toronto.
The book is most informative, stimulating and well written. It should appeal to all gynrecologists and radiologists who are concerned with pelvic malignant disease. A short chapter by Richard Hill outlining the biologicalconcepts underlying cancer treatment completes the book.
TLTLEWIS
Consultant Obstetrician & Gynacologist
Guy's Hospital. London
